
 
 
  

    
 

 
 
  

    
 

 
 

   
     

 
 

 

Becoming a VET-teacher?
Why German VET-students (don‘t) want to become teachers

More VET-
teachers are

needed

How can
we recruit
suitable

teachers?

Who is (not) 
motivated
and why?

Background:
Why students‘ motives to choose teaching as

a career need to be investigated

Theory:
Issues which influence students‘ career

choices [1]

Expectation

Value

Good chances of 
finding a position?

Confidence to meet the 
professional and 
educational 
requirements? 

Conditions in job and 
school correspond to 
how and under what 
circumstances one 
would like to work?

Strengthening 
one’s social 
identity? 

Research question(s):
1. What influences students’ motivation or (dis-) inclination of choosing teaching as a career before deciding on a 

specific profession? Which attraction and which aversion factors can be identified?
2. How do reasons for choosing a career and occupational approaches from students, who are (dis-)inclined 

towards the teaching profession, differ?
Two surveys of vocational school

students; using adapted established
survey instruments [2,3]

Willingness to consider
teaching as a career Yes, very good

Rather yes
Rather no
No, in no case 

2020 [4]
n = 198

2021
n = 545
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Findings & Conclusions 
• 1/3 of the students take teaching as a 

profession into account
• Intrinsic motives and some extrinsic 

factors differentiate between students 
who can imagine “becoming a teacher“ 
and those who do not

 Increase awareness of that career option
 Systematic vocational orientation and 

guidance should be offered 

Occupational prestige
– student ratings –

Can you potentially imagine to 
become a teacher at a 
vocational school?
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